
We want you to enjoy your balloon ride. While the following items are not required, bringing them will make your
experience that much better!

Layers -Jacket, sweater, hat/gloves     |     Sunscreen     |      Camera      |     Sunglasses     |     Selfie Stick

WHAT SHOULD I BRING?

HOW LONG IS THE BALLOON RIDE?

HOW MUCH TIME FOR THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE?

WHAT SHOULD I WEAR?

Flight time varies upon location, wind speed, and direction. Typically, flight is about 45 minutes to an hour.

Allow for 2 to 3 hours for the entire experience, which includes the flight, driving back to the launch site at the
Balloon Fiesta, and post flight celebration.

Please dress for an outdoor adventure. Wear comfortable loose fitting clothing. Dress in layers with long pants 
preferably. Albuquerque is located in a high desert, which means that it will be between 45 and 55 degrees F early 
in the morning before the sun rises. Bring a hat or sunglasses as the sun can be very bright (you can expect the 
temperature to be around 60 to 70 degrees F in the morning after the sun has come up). Wear comfortable 
close-toed flat shoes (preferably sneakers). Wear sunscreen, which is easy to forget since you'll be getting dressed 
before the sun comes up. Also, don't forget your camera; you'll want to share your pictures with everyone!

If you dress to the ground temperature, you should be comfortable in the air as well. Due to the balloon traveling 
with the wind, you won't feel much of a wind chill. Also, if you are standing near the burners, it is similar to standing 
near a fireplace, so ultimately, the coldest thing is going to be your toes.

SUMMIT
CLOUD

HOW DO WE GET THERE?
The motorcoach will leave the hotel lobby promptly at 4am. Please check out of Hotel Chaco before you board
the motorcoach (hotel check out is 12 PM). You may check your luggage at Hotel Chaco so you can retrieve it when
we return to the hotel around 1PM. Alternatively, you may bring your luggage with you on the motorcoach if
you need to leave the event earlier. 



HOW DO I GET BACK?
There will be a chase vehicle that follows the balloon for the entire duration of the flight. Once landed, the Rainbow 
Ryders flight team will drive you back to the Balloon Fiesta Park.

WHAT IF THE WEATHER IS BAD?
If the flight is canceled or delayed due to inclement weather, you will be notified.

HOW DO I GET IN AND OUT OF THE BALLOON BASKET?
You will put your foot into a slot in the side of the basket and swing your legs over the top, then into the basket. 
There is no graceful way to do it but don't worry, the balloon staff and crew will be there to help with step stools.

HOW MANY PEOPLE DOES EACH BASKET HOLD?
Rainbow Ryder balloons accommodate up to 12 to 14 people.

WHAT IS THE FLIGHT LIKE?
Once the balloon is inflated we will fly from ground level to a couple thousand feet above ground level, depending 
on wind direction and speed. Because of the burners, the temperature will be a few degrees warmer than the 
surrounding air. The sensation will be like you're floating, and it is very quiet other than the sound of the burner. 
Your experienced pilot steers the balloon by moving it to different altitudes to get
different wind patterns, so the height of the balloon will vary throughout the flight.

WHAT IS A CHASE CREW?
The chase crew members are Rainbow Ryders employees who follow the balloon via radio contact with the pilot 
throughout the flight. They will meet you when you land, pack up the balloon, and return you to your original loca-
tion.

WILL THERE BE ANYTHING TO EAT OR DRINK?
After check-in at 5 AM, there will be pastries and coffee available in the Balloon Fiesta Hospitality tent. 

After landing, Rainbow Ryders provides a celebratory toast and post-flight refreshments and snacks. Once you 
return to the field, RSI will transport you to Wecks for brunch followed by a tour of the Albuquerque Development 
Center.



SECURITY INFORMATION FROM THE FIESTA


